
 

CITY OF MISSOURI VALLEY, IOWA 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2026 – 6:00 P.M. 

 

Mayor Marshall presided over the meeting, which was called to order at 6:00 p.m. with the 

following Council Members present: Tuttle, Keizer, Struble, Gilpin, and Meadows. Citizens 

present were Adam Bellis, Aneitah Garmann, Kay Hinkel, Mary Jo Buckley, Jean Wortman, 

Rich Gochenour, John Harrison, Tina Thornburg, Jack Thornburg, Steve Robinette, Sara Evarts, 

Andrew Evarts, Connie McWilliams, Kevin Taylor, Eathan Achenbach, Eric Mesenbrink, Melba 

Struble, Lori White, Barrett White, Carol Markham, and Clint Sargent. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

 

Motion to approve Agenda for June 16, 2026, made by Struble, seconded by Tuttle. Roll call: 

Tuttle, Keizer, Struble, Meadows, and Gilpin all ayes. Motion passes.  

 

Public Comment: 

Lori White addressed the Council regarding allegations involving water reporting and stated she 

had contacted the Iowa DNR and was informed there is an open investigation. She asked several 

questions regarding when the issue was discovered, who made the discovery, whether 

notification was made to the City, City Council, DNR, and insurance carriers, and what actions 

the City has taken. She informed the Council of a free Phase 2 program available through the 

DNR and offered to provide additional information and forward related correspondence to the 

Council. 

Jeannie Wortman, Chamber Director, informed the Council that flowers had been removed from 

planters outside the Rand Community Center and had since been replaced. She also reported 

issues with the west entrance door and key fob access at the Rand Community Center and 

requested that the matter be reviewed. Wortman reminded the Council of the Music in the Park 

event scheduled for July 2, to include food, entertainment, and family activities. She requested 

permission to install red, white, and blue decor on the park gazebo for the Independence Day 

holiday, noting that the decorations were donated by the local coffee group. Wortman also 

reported on the Chamber's People's Choice Award presented during Drifter Fest. 

 

Motion to approve the consent agenda: a) Minutes from June 2, 2026, City Council Meeting b) 

Minutes from June 3, 2026, Park Board Meeting c) Approve appointment of Tina Thornburg to 

the park board term expiring June of 2030 d) Minutes from June 4, 2026, Little Willow Dog Park 

Advocate Meeting e) Minutes from June 11, 2026, Little Willow Dog Park Advocate Meeting f) 

Claims List May 30, 2026 – June 12, 2026 g) May 2026 Police Report h) Approve retail tobacco 

licenses for Taylor Oil Co #28, From Earth Wellness, Caseys General Store #2612, Food Land 

Supermarket, Family Dollar Store 2740 i) Approve appointment of Mike Nielsen to the Board of 

Adjustments term expiring June of 2031 made by Tuttle, seconded by Struble.  Roll call: Tuttle, 

Keizer, Struble, Meadows, and Gilpin all ayes. Motion passes. 

 

The Fire Department responded to 27 calls during the reporting period and has responded to 213 

calls year-to-date. 



Aneitah Garmann provided an update on the Missouri Valley Gathering Market. She reported a 

successful event at Drifter Fest and noted that the next market would be held on June 20, 2026, 

from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the City Park in conjunction with the city-wide garage sales. 

Garmann stated vendor participation continues to grow and that additional vendors are welcome. 

She also reported that several future projects are being considered. 

Steve Robinette from PeopleService presented information regarding a city-owned portable 

wastewater pump. The Council reviewed repair and replacement cost estimates. PeopleService 

recommended rebuilding the existing pump rather than replacing it. 

Motion by Struble, seconded by Tuttle, to approve rebuilding the existing pump at an estimated 

cost of $8,271.67. Roll call: Tuttle, Keizer, Struble, Meadows, and Gilpin all ayes. Motion 

passes.  

PeopleService reported regarding the water line issue that resulted in undermining private 

property. Staff indicated the matter had been submitted to insurance for review and that 

additional information was being gathered regarding the source and history of the line. No action 

was taken. 

PeopleService further reported that water and wastewater operations continue as normal and that 

all required testing results remained within acceptable standards. Additional staffing support has 

been assigned to assist local operations. 

Discussion occurred regarding hydrant flushing records and future flushing schedules. 

PeopleService acknowledged discrepancies between previous reports and actual hydrant flushing 

activities and indicated that a revised flushing schedule would be developed and provided to the 

City. Representatives stated there was no indication of a threat to public health or water quality. 

A resident inquired about an ongoing investigation involving water reporting records. 

PeopleService stated that a potential anomaly was identified on June 8th, reported to its 

compliance department on June 9th, investigated the incident that occurred on June 4th, and 

personnel action was subsequently taken. 

 

Following additional questions from Council Members and members of the public, 

PeopleService representatives stated that the matter remains under investigation and that a 

review of historical records is being conducted. PeopleService indicated that current testing 

results meet regulatory requirements and that there is no reason to believe drinking water quality 

has been affected. Representatives further stated that the Iowa DNR had been notified, and they 

are cooperating with the ongoing review. 

The Council discussed communication of operational issues, reporting procedures, staffing, 

hydrant flushing, records, and regulatory compliance. No further action was taken. 

Public Works Director Rich Gochenour reported that the new flagpole has been installed at the 

Fire Department and that the former flagpole will be relocated to the Police Department. He 



reported that the concrete repairs at the swimming pool have been completed by Thrasher, and 

Boruff’s repairs appear to have resolved the leakage issues. 

Gochenour provided an update on ongoing infrastructure and grant-related projects, including 

archaeological work that has been completed and is awaiting final reporting. He also reported 

that discussions continue regarding scheduling for upcoming utility and construction projects. 

Council discussed storm drain maintenance and was informed that one storm drain had been 

identified as needing cleaning due to accumulated sand and debris. 

Motion to hire Sara Evarts, Administrative Clerk, made by Struble, seconded by Tuttle.  Roll 

call: Tuttle, Keizer, Struble, Meadows, and Gilpin all ayes. Motion passes. 

 

Motion to approve Resolution 26-19 setting wage Administrative Clerk – Sara Evarts - $21.50 

per hour made by Tuttle, seconded by Struble.  Roll call: Tuttle, Keizer, Struble, Meadows, and 

Gilpin all ayes. Motion passes. 

 

Motion to approve Resolution 26-21 setting wages of city employees for fiscal year 2027 made 

by Tuttle, seconded by Struble.  Roll call: Tuttle, Keizer, Struble, Meadows, and Gilpin all ayes. 

Motion passes. 

 

Motion to approve Resolution 26-22 authorizing the transfer of funds for fiscal year 2025-2026 

made by Tuttle, seconded by Keizer.  Roll call: Tuttle, Keizer, Struble, Meadows, and Gilpin all 

ayes. Motion passes. 

 

Motion to approve setting date of June 29, 2026, for a Public Hearing to hear comments for or 

against amending the FY 25/26 City Budget #2 made by Tuttle, seconded by Meadows.  Roll 

call: Tuttle, Keizer, Struble, Meadows, and Gilpin all ayes. Motion passes. 

 

Motion to approve setting the date of July 7, 2026, for a Public Hearing to hear comments for or 

against the Missouri Valley Comprehensive Plan made by Tuttle, seconded by Struble. Roll call: 

Tuttle, Keizer, Struble, Meadows, and Gilpin all ayes. Motion passes. 

 

Motion to allow the Mayor to sign an agreement for maintenance and repair of primary roads in 

municipalities with the Iowa Department of Transportation made by Struble, seconded by 

Meadows.  Roll call: Tuttle, Keizer, Struble, Meadows, and Gilpin all ayes. Motion passes. 

 

Motion to allow City Administrator to pay bills through June 30, 2026, made by Keizer, 

seconded by Struble.  Roll call: Tuttle, Keizer, Struble, Meadows, and Gilpin all ayes. Motion 

passes. 

 

Motion to enter closed session pursuant to Iowa Code Section 21.5(1)(j) to discuss the purchase 

or sale of particular real estate where premature disclosure could reasonably be expected to 

increase the price the governmental body would have to pay for that property or reduce the price 

the governmental body would receive for that property made by Struble, seconded by Tuttle. 

Roll call: Tuttle, Keizer, Struble, Meadows, and Gilpin all ayes. Motion passes. 

 



Motion to return to open session made by Tuttle, seconded by Meadows.  Roll call: Tuttle, 

Keizer, Struble, Meadows, and Gilpin all ayes. Motion passes. 

 

Motion to accept the bid of $9,000 for property located at 500 E Superior St. made by Struble 

and seconded by Tuttle as discussed in closed session. Roll call: Tuttle, Keizer, Struble, 

Meadows, and Gilpin all ayes. Motion passes. 

 

Council Member Gilpin discussed municipal software systems and provided information 

regarding an alternative software platform that may offer additional functionality for utility 

billing, permitting, code enforcement, cemetery management, and other municipal operations. 

Discussion followed regarding the City's current software issues, implementation challenges, the 

costs associated with changing systems, and the need to evaluate available options before making 

any future decisions. 

Staff reported that significant progress has been made in resolving issues associated with the 

City's current software conversion. Utility meter reading functionality had been restored, most 

missing account information had been recovered, and additional corrections are ongoing. 

The City Administrator reported that progress had been made in working with the software 

vendor to resolve outstanding issues related to the utility billing conversion. Staff continue to 

work with the vendor to address remaining account discrepancies and system functionality 

concerns. 

Motion to adjourn at 7:15 p.m. made by Tuttle, seconded by Meadows.  Roll call: Tuttle, 

Keizer, Struble, Meadows, and Gilpin all ayes. Motion passes. 
 

       ___________________________ 

       Roger Marshall, Mayor 

 

Attest: ________________________ 

Turri Colglazier, City Administrator  

 


